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INTRODUCTORY MEMORANDUM. 


The accompanying Return is in continuation of the Return prepared up to the 
BOth April, 1908 (Par. Paper, Cd. No. 4412 of 1908), and gives, by provinces and 
counties, the result of proceedings for sale up to the 31st March, 1911, under all 
the Irish Land Purchase Acts, together with an estimate of the area, Poor Law 
valuation, and purchase money of the agricultural lands unsold at that date. 

The expression “ lands unsold” in this Return means lands in respect of which 
proceedings for sale had not been instituted on the 31s£ March, 1911, under the 
Land Purchase Acts. 

The expression “ lands pending for sale ” means lands in respect of which 
proceedings for sale had been instituted and were pending on the 31s£ March, 1911. 

The expression “ lands sold ” means lands in respect of which proceedings for 
sale to the purchasers ( including Estates C ommissioners and Congested Districts 
Board where estates have been purchased by them for re-sale) had been completed 
on the 31s£ March, 1911. 

The estimate of the purchase money of the lands unsold has been arrived at, as 
in the Return of 1908 above referred to, on the basis of the average number of years’ 
purchase of the Poor Law Valuation of the lands sold under the Act of 1903 
(including lands sold under the subsequent Act of 1909), worked out by counties, 
this basis being, in the opinion of the Estates Commissioners, the most reliable one 
on which the estimate of the purchase money of the agricultural lands unsold can 
be framed. 

The total Poor Law Valuation of the lands sold and pending for sale under 
the Land Purchase Acts up to the 31st March, 1911, amounting to £5,990,424 
(Col. 16) has been deducted from the total valuation (£10,061,667) of the agricul- 
tural holdings (Col. 22) as given in Table 68 df the General Census Report of 1901, 
and the balance (£4,071,243) is taken to be the valuation of the holdings unsold on 
the 31st March, 1911 (Col. 19). Multiplying this £4,071,243 by the average number 
of years’ purchase of the valuation of lands sold under the Acts 1903-09, the result 
represents approximately the purchase money of the unsold lands. Worked out for 
each county, the estimated total purchase money of the lands unsold on the 31st 
March, 1911, is £83,861,096 (Col. 20). 

The Commissioners do not consider that an estimate of the purchase money of 
the lands unsold framed on the basis of acreage is as reliable as that framed on 
the basis of Poor Law Valuation adopted in this Return. The following estimate, 
however, may be given. 

Making an estimate on the basis of acreage, i.e., taking the total acreage of the 
agricultural holdings (Col. 21), as given in Table 65 of the General Census Report 
of 1901, 18,739,644 acres, and deducting the acreage of the lands sold and pending 
for sale, 11,421,448 acres (Col. 15), the balance, 7,318,196 acres, represents the 
acreage unsold, and, estimating the purchase money of this acreage, by counties, at 
the average rate per acre paid in each county for lands sold under the Acts 1903-9, 
the estimated total purchase money of the lands unsold works out as £80,386,202. 

In the opinion of the Commissioners, no satisfactory estimate of the purchase 
money of lands unsold can be framed on the basis of the number of holdings, as it 
is not possible to estimate the number of holdings unsold, that is to say, the number 
of portions of land in respect of which separate advances, may ultimately be made 
under the Land Purchase Acts. The Acts of 1903-9 contain special provisions 
enabling the Estates Commissioners and the Congested Districts Board to acquire 
untenanted land and to divide it up into allotments, and it is not possible to calcu- 
late how much untenanted land may be so acquired or to estimate the number of 
new holdings into which it may be divided. At present, where an owner is in 
possession of untenanted land, it is usually returned in the published statistics 
as one holding. 
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The following are the statistics available as regards the number of “ holdings ” 
m I ^ e 1 la ?^ ' -^ ,e P or ^ Census of Ireland, 1901, the number of agricul- 

tural holdings m Ireland is returned as 490,301, but this number, though nominally 
the number of agricultural “ holdings,” is really, the number of “ land-holders,” 
that is to say, where two or,, more farms in the same county are held by the same 
person, they are returned as a single holding of their combined area. According 
to the Agricultural Statistics of Ireland, 1910, published by the Department of 
Agriculture, the number of holdings in Ireland is returned as 605,896, and the 
number of occupiers is given as 555,125. In this connection it may be observed 
that the Agricultural Statistics are in respect of the year 1910 and include small 
g-ardens m towns and villages, which are not included in the Census Return for 
the year 1901. Moreover, the total number of “holdings” in both the Census 
Return and the Agricultural Statistics includes allotments under the Labourers 
Acts, the number of which allotments is increasing under recent legislation, and 
this fact further adds to the difficulties of framing an estimate on the basis of the 
number of holdings. 

In these circumstances, no estimate of the number of unsold holdings has been 
included in the accompanying Return. 


In the Return of 1908, the purchase money of the lands sold and pending for 
sale on 30th April, 1908, was given as £86,406,817, which, with the estimated pur- 
chase money of the lands then unsold, £121,959,358, made a total of £208,366,175. 
In the accompanying Return the corresponding figures up to the 31st March, 1911, 
are £117,920,976 and £83,861,096, making .a total of £201,782,072. As stated in 
the Return of 1908, the estimated purchase money of the unsold lands on the 30th 
April, 1908, was calculated on the basis of the purchase money of the lands sold 
under the Act of 1903 up to that date, viz. : £22,362,559. The estimated purchase 
money of the lands unsold on the 31st March, 1911, has been similarly calculated 
on the basis of the purchase money of the lands sold under the Acts of; 1903-9 to 
the latter date, viz. : £43,060,987, and the calculations in the accompanying Return 
have been framed on the more extended basis afforded by these figures. 


It will be observed that, as in the Return of 1908, the estimate now submitted 
has been made on the assumption that all the agricultural land in Ireland unsold on 
the 31st March, 1911, will be sold under the Land Purchase Acts, and that it will 
be sold on the average at the price for which lands have been sold up to that date 
under the Acts 1903-9. 


(Signed), 


JOHN T. DRENNAN, 

Registrar and Assistant Secretary 
to the Estates Commissioners. 


Estates Commissioners’ Offices, 

Irish Land Commission, Dublin, 
13 th March, 1912. 
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Irish Land 


Return up to tho 31st March, 1911, giving by Counties and Provinces the area, Poor Law Valuation, and purcliase- 
uncler the Irish Land Purchase Acts; also the estimated area, Poor Law Valuation and purchase- 


Province 

Countv. 

I. 

Lands sold and vested in purchasing Tenants and in the Estates Commissioners 
or Congested Districts Board for re-sale to Tenants.* 

II. 

Lands in ^respect of which^procecdings for 
pending. 

Acts 1870-1898. 

Acts 1903-1909. 

Acts 1903-1900. 

Holdings. 

2. 

Area. 

3. 

Valuation. 

Purchase- 

Money. 

No. of 
Holdings. 

6. 

A “- 

Valuation. 

Purchase- 

Money. 

9. 

No. of 
Holdings. 

10. 


Poor Law 
Valuation]: 
12. 

Purchase- 

Money. 

13. 

Armagli, .. 

Donegal, 

Down, . . 

Londonderry, 

Monaghan, 

Tyrone, 

Total for Ulster, 

Carlow, 

Dublin, 

Kilkenny, 

King’s, 

l.nnyloni, 

Meath’. 

Queen s, . : 
Westmeath, 

Wexford, . . 

Wicklow, .. 

Total for Leinster 
flal way, . 

Roscommon, 

Siigo, 

Total for Connaugh 

Clare, 

Cork, 

Limerick, " ' ) 

Waterford, 

Total for Munster 

Ulster, .. 
Leinster, . . 
Connaught, 
Munster, 

Totals to 3 1st Marc 

4,169 

2,249 

3,647 

l)(182 

4)i}75 

fo3^663 

78)760 

38)275 

185)209 

56,161 

124,598 

£ 

96,602 

41)729 

4l)540 

05)519 

£ 

1,410,857 

434,475 

572)897 

630,109 

668,202 

1,559,484 

1 117’078 

3,157 

6,207 

4,908 

4,062 

7,323 

2,419 

2,992 

3,539 

5,403 

‘ 87.647 
82,983 

100)074 

156,362 

58)886 

133,280 

850,435" 

£ 

70,319 

88,308 

50,187 

35,759 

134,265 

31,237 

48.171 

43,143 

72,142 

£ 

1,075,082 
1,328,671 
' 880.978 
699,462 
2,138,976 
671,535 
853,394 
705,669 
1,369,853 

5.280 

8,089 

6,200 

13,133 

6,905 

5,127 

2,174 

5,755 

6,185 

121A76 

89,779 

122,755 

221,069 

127,317 

104:589 

46)523 

94.203 

117,085 

97,536 

95,540 

109)325 

47,296 

31,152 

63)376 

£ 

1,491,190 

1,437,478 

1,181,085 

1,545,150 

1 .74 ! .4.4.4 
1,016,765 
551,886 
1,168,418 
1,203,403 

30,073 

772,904 

480,141 

7,800,101 

40,010 

573,531 

9,729,520 

58,848 

1,044,896 

661,492 

11,337,030 

276 

250 

872 

1,859 

r, 352 

1,343 

1,142 

’508 

15,021 

46)908 

36)625 

69,159 

39)l70 

56,689 

42,920 

132,052 

35,936 

10,383 

12,012 

5l)361 

3.9)818 

30)491 

32,574 

28,600 

77,052 

24,349 

273)239 

635,468 

856,368 

149)497 

614,445 

653,485 

542,166 

1,380,430 

899 

2,246 

3,464 

l)781 

1,617 

3.332 

1.509 

2,503 

1,916 

30,448 

33,447 

127,709 

140,780 

63,976 

49,906 

134)456 

60,467 

86,749 

107,138 

128,479 

21.207 

38.346 
87,139 
80.120 

33.347 

19.051 

32,944 

113,304 

33,739 

58,073 

00,872 

77,410 

471,565 
999,129 
2,150,936 
1 672,618 
649,649 
478,265 
660,691 
2,468,141 
751,842 
1,234,682 
1,234,511 
1,415,651 

1,299 

1,928 

4,754 

3)l25 

2,110 

3,975 

4,648 

1,287 

36,378 

29,593 

54,945 

140,571 

153.235 

82,685 

117)018 

121)658 

143,806 

55,105 

33)927 

37,490 

85,992 

79,873 

32,550 

55,146 

98,609 

33,958 

82,216 

81,706 

33,204 

563.409 
883,999 

925.409 
1,670,129 
1,556,036 

1,106)792 

2)148,039 

756,727 

1,730,109 

1,657,024 

13,494 

579,565 

364;541 

6,730,067 

24,908 

1,003,249 

002,758 

14,187,080 

34,150 

1,062,180 

680,008 

14.396,056 

3,980 

3,434 

b)l48 

1,104 

136,597 

73,473 

90,940 

74,496 

26,185 

49,373 

26)010 

ll)457 

958,276 

46o)330 

636,240 

205,976 

8 559 
2,390 
8,704 
8,298 
3,719 

282 965 
300)870 
207,606 
88,332 

93 358 
17,482 
55,029 
87,879 
44,093 

2,304,569 

308,034 

1,450,059 

1,998,210 

816,687 

13,272 

6,764 

11,152 

7,608 

6,819 

331,114 

178,183 

406,297 

171,006 

144,883 

109,244 

57,235 

74,312 

72,386 

72,322 

2,696,714 
1,008,476 
1 ,958,172 
1,645,931 
1,339,536 

, 15,580 

401,691 

152,959 

2,767,410 

31,676 

934,198 

297,841 

6,877,559 

45,615 

1,231,483 

385,499 

8,648,829 

1,741 

2:333 

2,010 

' l’"42 

77,045 

110)785 

154)066 

114)260 

44,969 

58,018 

91,473 

64,222 

525,508 

"’97l)016 

1,138,703 

1,617,519 

1,147,890 

1,906 

9.185 

4,980 

4,154 

1)010 

71,843 

454,484 

22li,3S(i 

167,490 

69)956 

28,448 

223,850 

62.505 

114.884 

118,001 

34,432 

570,813 

4,302,082 

1,425,063 

2,461,599 

2,656.459 

850,312 

5,921 

12,926 

8.793 

6,150 

2)033 

195,332 

558,912 

320.239 

206,346 

223,462 

81,300 

77,347 
275,284 
88,503 
141,536 
125. 295 
40,018 

1,551,969 

5,290,579 

3)032)662 
' 2 988 2-7 

14,654 

754,638 

401,491 

7,473,923 

27,061 I 1,200,613 

582,180 

12,266,328 

42,774 

1,585,596 

747,983 

15,699,973 

13,494 

14,654 

772,904 

5*fe,505 

401,691 

754,638 

480,141 

364,541 

152,959 

401,491 

7,800,101 

0,736,667 

2,767,410 

7,473,923 

24,908 

31,676 

27,061 

850,435 

934,198 

1,200,613 

573,531 

662,758 

297,841 

582,180 

9,729,520 

6,877,559 

12.266)328 

58,848 

34,150 

45,615 

42,774 

1,044,896 
1 062,180 
1,231,483 
1,585,596 

661,492 

680,008 

747,983 

11,337,039 

14,396,056 

8,648,829 

, 73,807 

2,508,798 

1,399,132 

24,778,101 

W 

123,655 

3,988,495 

2,116,310 

43,060,987 

(6) 

181,387 

4,924,155 

2,474,982 

60,081,888 

(0) 


CtASSn'ICATIOS. 


I. Lauds sold and vested in purchasing Tenants, and in the [ 
Estates Commissioners or Congested Districts Board \ 
for re-sale to Tenants, . ■ • • • • j 


Total of tl.) and (II.) 


• In addition to the holdings sold, under the Land Purchase Acts, a m 
boon excluded from this Return, as the Church Acts are not included in th 
out by means of advances as under the Land Purchase Acts, but by \ 
tenants of Church lands, and to others subject to tenancies in respect of v 

111 (n) P IncUides cash payments by purchasers, amounting to £884,411. 

(6) Includes cash payments by purchasers amounting to £109, 0O6. 


her of holdings were a 
leiinition of the Land I 
y of credit to the Chu 
ch subsequent sales ui 


o sold to tenants under the Irish Church Acts. These have 
rchase Acts. The sales to Church Tenants were not carried 
•h fund, and a large number of the sales were lo afreet 
,cr the Laud Purchase Acts have been carried out and stm 


Estates Commissioners’ Offices. 

Irish Land Commission, Dublin, 

13.«A March, 1912. 
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Purchase Acts. 


money of (a) lands sold and (6) lands in respect of which proceedings for sale have been instituted and are pending 
money of lands in respect of which proceedings for sale have not been instituted under the said Acts. 



e ascertained figures of lands sold under the Acts of 1903-9. 

(Signed), JOHN T. DRENNAN, 

„ Registrar and Assistant Secretary to the Estates Commissioners 

131954'. Wt. 34274.-112. 6, S. 750. 4. 12. A. T. & Co., Ltd. 
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